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JUSTICE IN COLORADO 


Problem: A 50% rise in criminal filings over five years 
may be partly attributable to a recent surge in drug arrests. 


As Front Range grows, 


rural Colorado gets less 
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From left, Granby volunteer firefighters Josh Anderson, Chris Moore and Joe Russ train outside the fire station Tuesday in 


Granby. Helen H. Richardson, The Denver Post 


How rising home values in Denver 
are crippling small fire departments 


Spike in felony crime 


Dilemma: As lawmakers push for further sentencing 
reforms, DAs fear that leniency puts the public at risk. 


By Christopher N. Osher 
The Denver Post 


Felony criminal filings across 
Colorado increased by nearly 50 
percent in the past five years, 
prompting concerns that recent 
criminal justice reforms are let- 
ting dangerous individuals roam 
the streets. 

Prosecutors and state officials 
still are trying to identify the 
causes for the swifter pace of felo- 
ny filings. State statistics indicate 
that a recent surge in drug arrests 
may be partly responsible. 

The Colorado District Attor- 
neys’ Council has alerted officials 
in Gov. John Hickenlooper’s office 
to the increase and sought their 
help in analyzing crime trends. 
The council also has reached out 
to district attorneys throughout 
the state for more information on 
felony filings as it prepares to fight 
plans to push for further sentenc- 
ing reforms in the upcoming legis- 
lative session. 

Lawmakers ranging from Re- 
publican Sen. Kevin Lundberg of 
Berthoud, a member of the influ- 
ential Joint Budget Committee 
that writes the state budget, to 
Democratic Sen. Daniel Kagan of 
Arapahoe County, a member of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
want to overhaul Colorado’s sex 
offender and habitual offender 
statutes to give judges more flexi- 
bility when sentencing offenders. 

Prosecutors are pointing to the 
rise in felony filings as cause for 
caution. Several said they fear the 
legislature sent the wrong signal in 
2013 when it created more leniency 
in drug sentencing. Under that 
change in law, defendants convict- 
ed of lower-level felony drug pos- 
session can have their convictions 
changed to misdemeanors after 
completing their probation. The 
new law restricted the ability of 
judges to sentence offenders con- 
victed of certain drug crimes to 


By Brian Eason 
The Denver Post 


In a mobile home park 
where the Eastern Plains meet 
the Denver suburbs, the Sable 
Altura fire station sticks out 
like a sore thumb from its 
modest surroundings. Its fire 
engines are state-of-the-art — 
shiny trucks you’d find at one 
of the big metro fire depart- 
ments 20 miles west. The 
trouble is: Years after replac- 
ing its run-down vehicles with 
the help of grant dollars, the 
ever-shrinking district can’t 
afford to hire firefighters to 
operate them. 


make do with what they have, 
but what they have isn’t 
enough to reliably respond to 
emergencies 24/7. 

Wages are low. Turnover is 
high. Volunteerism is down. 
Costs are up. 

And for Sable Altura and 
other rural fire districts facing 
a financial pinch, it’s only go- 
ing to get worse. 

Booming home values along 
the Front Range are triggering 
cascading statewide property 
tax cuts, providing relief to 
urban homeowners but 
squeezing government agen- 
cies in rural areas where prop- 
erty values weren’t growing in 


little-known property tax-lim- 
iting provision of Colorado’s 
state constitution. 

In big population centers, 
which are better equipped to 
handle a drop in revenue, 
property values are rising so 
fast that their budgets will 
grow anyway. It’s the places 
that can least afford it that will 
see their tax revenues decline 
in the coming years. 

Places that have about half 
the volunteers they need. 
Places that spend heavily to 
train young firefighters only 
to lose them to higher-paying 
jobs in metro Denver. Places 
where response times get lon- 


About the series 
This is part of an occasional 
series examining the 
issues, values and attitudes 
that can leave rural and 
urban residents feeling 
they live in two Colorados. 


Read previous installments 
of Colorado Divide at bit.ly/ 
coloradodivide. 


prison, requiring them to first ex- 
haust all other options. 
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CONSUMER BUREAU 


2 bosses, views 
vie to control 
federal agency 


By Bernard Condon 
The Associated Press 


District officials insist they the first place. The reason: a 
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SPORTS 


ACCIDENT MOTIVATES 
PUEBLO WRESTLER 


Seven days after Aaden Valdez lost 

his left eye and four fingers in an 
Independence Day fireworks accident, 
the Pueblo East sophomore came up 
with a daily routine to regain his 
wrestling form so he could get back on 
the mat and pursue the Class 4A state 
championship at 138 pounds. »1CC 


LIFE & CULTURE 


BOUTIQUE HOTELS 
CREATING A BUZZ 


Acentury ago, Denver’s grand hotels 
such as The Oxford and The Brown 
Palace drew locals as well as visitors. 
As the city’s economy ramps up again 
in the 21st century, a new crop of 
boutique hotels has come online with 
the sort of charisma that could make 
them destinations. »1E 


BUSINESS 


ELDORA GOING LOCAL 
TO BATTLE SKI GIANTS 


Eldora Mountain is taking a craft-beer 
approach to skiing. It’s using a 

$10 million investment from new 
owner Powdr Corp. for a six-pack 
chairlift, a locally sourced, revamped 
menu and a sweeping rebrand that 
returns the 55-year-old ski area to its 
roots as Boulder’s backyard hill. » 1K 


Who’s the boss? That’s the awk- 
ward question after the departing 
head of a government agency 
charged with looking after con- 
sumer rights appointed a deputy 
to temporarily fill his spot. The 
White House then named its own 
interim leader. 

One job, two people — and two 
very different views on how to do 
it. 

The first pick is expected to 
continue the aggressive policing 
of banks and other lenders that 
have angered Republicans. The 
second, President Donald 
Trump’s choice, has called the 
agency a “joke,” an example of bu- 
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